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DILLON GYM 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Dillon Gym has been a part of 

Princeton’s campus since its opening 

in 1947. In 2023, a major renovation 

project was started on the gymnasium 

as part of the university’s ongoing 

efforts to improve its athletic and 

recreational spaces for students, 

faculty and staff.

There are several key components for 

the renovation to not only preserve 

the historical character, but also 

expand, modernize and incorporate 

sustainable design principles. Careful 

attention is being given to maintaining 

the gym’s architectural integrity. 

Princeton has a strong commitment to 

sustainability and this project will align 

with the university’s broader goal of 

reducing its carbon footprint.

One of the key design principles for sustainability 

was the new façade of the gym addition. The new  

façade incorporates into the exterior design and 

includes significant shading elements with 

aesthetically stunning vertical fins. The vertical fins 

will provide shade and help reduce the interior 

temperatures. This will lower costs and reduce the 

carbon emissions for the building operations. 

The façade is designed to maximize the visual 

connection between inside and outside. 

Specifically, the fins give a modern look and allow 

for maximum glare-free natural daylight.

For the vertical fins, 316/L stainless steel was chosen 

for its corrosion resistance. The architect wanted the 

fins to have a modern look and so square cornered 

hollow sections were chosen to create a visual 

rhythm and help integrate the historical structure with 

the more contemporary design trends.

In total we supplied over 60,000 pounds of these 316 

hollow sections in both 138” & 296” lengths to M. 

Cohen in Broomall, PA. These custom sections also 

included welded tabs and end caps, highlighting our 

fabrication capabilities. M. Cohen then applied a 

custom finish and installed the fin wall on-site at 

Princeton. 
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