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Material grade:
316/L Stainless Steel
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Structural Applications

Background

Constructed in the late 171 century,
the Jamestown Church is an important
historic site due to its association with
the establishment of Jamestown, VA.
This was the first permanent English
settlement in North America.

One element of this historic church is
the bell tower, which still stands today.
It is the only 17t century structure in
Jamestown that still stands today.

Now part of Historic Jamestown, this
church tower required a renovation to
keep the brick tower intact and to
remain an iconic structure and
reminder of the first English
settlement.

Challenge

The inside bricks of the tower weren’t meant to be
exposed to the elements. The tower was in need
of repair and renovation to prevent it from
crumbling. The architects on the renovation
wanted to rebuild a roof structure out of glass that
would allow for the preservation and protection of
the structure without altering its iconic look. The
structure to support the glass had to be non-
obtrusive and not visible from outside. It also had
to be made from materials that could withstand
the elements and the test of time.

Solution

We worked with Metal Masters in Williamsburg, VA,
who was the fabricator tasked with building the roof
support structure. 316/L S/S was chosen for its
strength and corrosion resistance. We supplied
standard and custom angles in this stainless steel
that were used to construct the 2.5 ton
superstructure. The glass roof is now in place and
has gutters to divert water away and will protect the
interior. It also allows for the installation of a glass
floor below with views of archaeological items from
the 17" century. This is the first time since the
American Revolution the church tower has a roof.
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