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In 2021, Leprino Foods announced 

they were building a new state-of-the-

art cheese processing facility in 

Lubbock, Texas. This facility will be 

850,000 SQFT and produce both 

block and shredded mozzarella 

cheese along with a variety of 

nutritional products. 

As one would expect, food processing 

facilities have very strict sanitary 

guidelines regulated by the FDA and 

others to prevent contamination and 

corrosion. The new facility also has 

several sustainability goals and 

requirements. There is no better 

material to prevent contamination and 

with the sustainable characteristics of 

stainless steel. 

Even with using stainless steel, food processing 

equipment must be cleaned with the same 

standards as food prep surfaces. The cleaning is 

daily and involves a hot water wash along with 

disinfectants on all of the equipment, plat-forms, 

and supports. 

During this cleaning, the wash solution can build 

up on the flat surfaces and form collections. These 

collections can cause contamination and 

eventually decomposition. We had to find a 

solution to eliminate the possibility of these water 

collections forming. 

Stainless Structurals’ laser welding technology allows 

for a vast array of customizations. This includes the 

ability to produce sloped flanges on structural shapes. 

For this project we produced standard size wide flange 

beams such as W8x18, W8x24 and W12x30, but 

instead of 90 degree flanges, we sloped both the top 

and bottom flanges up to 5 degrees to allow for water 

runoff during the cleaning process. No other steel 

production technology can provide this type of 

customization on stainless steel structural shapes.
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