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One of the busiest SEPTA stations in 

Philadelphia is located at the 

University Center and Market Street. 

This station hosts thousands of 

college students, business people and 

tourists on a daily basis. The station is 

unique in that it houses both the city’s 

trolley line and subway lines. 

In 2017, SEPTA started an 

improvement project to renovate the 

station entrances as well as add two 

new elevators for public access to 

both the street and mezzanine levels. 

Sowinski Sullivan was the architect 

that worked with SEPTA on the 

designs of the new terminal. 

 

Throughout the Northeast, most transportation 

stations and hubs deal with the same issues. 

Two of the main issues are corrosion from the 

elements such as snow, ice, and road salts plus 

the wear and tear of being used by thousands 

of people on a daily or weekly basis. These 

stations also are designed to be welcoming and 

aesthetically pleasing. For a project that is 

exposed like this, stainless steel is the best 

choice for corrosion resistance, sustainability, 

and aesthetics.

With the terminal being outdoors and exposed, 

the best stainless steel alloy for this project 

was type 316/L. It has very good corrosion 

resistance and durability. The architect 

specified a square corner tube for its modern, 

clean look with a polished finish to meet AESS 

guidleines. In total we supplied over 1,000 feet 

to be used for the glass canopy supports and 

the structural glass supports for the visible 

elevator shaft. 
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