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Background

TMC Helix Park, currently under
construction, in Houston, Texas is a
world-class life science campus.
Consisting of 37 acres, this campus
combines the best of medicine,
science, research and commerce to
drive results.

Sitting on this Helix Park campus is
the TMC3 Collaborative Building
designed by the renowned Elkus
Manfredi Architects. This 250,000
SFT facility will house research
initiatives for the four founding
institutions including MD Anderson,
Texas A&M, TMC and the University
of Texas. One unique feature of
TMC3 is the joint research lab and
central hub.

Challenge

The Helix Park design is state-of-the-art and calls for
the buildings to have a clean, modern look to match
the cutting edge research happening on the campus.
The TCM3 building design called for a large glass
canopy entrance with exposed structures. One of the
challenges in structural glass is that many metals
such as aluminum, are not strong enough to support
the large glass canopy sections. Steel and Stainless
steel were the only options to provide the needed
strength and laser welded profiles were the only
option for sharp corners, straight lines and stunning
aesthetics.

Solution

Stainless Structurals worked with Harmon Inc., to
produce custom, tapered tee sections in both
stainless and carbon steel. These custom tees were
laser welded for sharp corners and clean lines making
them perfect for this AESS application. The stainless
steel tees were made from 316/L SS due to being
outdoors. The carbon tees were made from A36 steel
and coated for protection to corrosion. In total we
produced 92 pcs of the stainless tees and 33 of the
carbon tees. All with the tapered flanges and custom
lengths to limit the in-house work for Harmon.
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