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For the new encounter project, Sea World had 

to construct a new stage along with attached 

holding tanks and pools. With parts of the 

structure being submerged in water and with 

the marine environment that surrounds the 

encounter area, they had to choose a 

construction material that would provide good 

corrosion resistance, strength and 

sustainability. They also needed a material that 

would be safe for the marine animals. 

Given the marine environment, stainless steel 

was the best material choice for these structures. 

Stainless Structurals was contacted by a large 

metal distributor in California, and we supplied 

them material for the project. The material 

consisted of a variety of sizes of both 8 inch and 

16 inch 304/L Laser Fused beams. In total we 

shipped  60,000 pounds of beam in 20-foot 

random lengths. We were able to ship parts 

within just a few weeks of the order being placed 

so the project could be completed in time for the 

spring 2017 opening of the new exhibit. 

In late 2015 Sea World San Diego 

announced it would phase out the 

longstanding Shamu Orca Whale 

show and replace it with a revamped 

“live documentary” type show. Thus, 

in late 2016, SeaWorld announced a 

revamped orca encounter exhibit. 

The goal of this exhibit is to show 

these killer whales and other fish in 

a more natural looking habitat that 

mimics the Pacific Northwest. The 

new encounter emphasizes 

education and conservation and 

eliminates parts of the old show that 

were more theatrical and unrealistic.
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